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From the President……From the President……From the President……From the President……    
    

The theme of the 2007 “Sparkplug” Volunteer Recognition 
Banquet is “Brighten the Corner Where You Are”.  The planning 
committee felt this simple idea said it all about who and what 
our members are, and what they do.  And I agree.  They individually take   
action to light the way; inspire others to see something in a new way, and 
work in partnership to create a better vision of their community.  It’s all 
about the light! The committee found this old song that inspired them and 
want to share it with you at the party to celebrate our members. 

 

So take a look round you, and even in the mirror, for people 
who are living and sharing their optimism, and talent, and 
sweat, to make that brighter   future happen.  Nominate a 
neighbor as your own “Sparkplug”.  Remember that all our 
efforts count.  Sweeping a street or painting over graffiti 

may not seem like an enormous thing, but often the smallest task can help 
turn the tide in a neighborhood and keep worse activities at bay. 
Of course, the many hours that the neighborhood leaders put into their       
associations are often unrecognized; and block captains who deliver the 
newsletters and put a face on the association are unsung; task force        
members who attend endless meetings to become informed and also to bring 
information back to the neighborhoods are easy to overlook.  Just showing 
up at those neighborhood meetings to stay informed is critical. 
 

It all matters.  The party is Friday October 26th, and will feature door prizes, 
good food, great companionship, and best of all, you!     See you there. 
 

Jayne Buthod, UNOE President  

Traveling City Hall ProgramTraveling City Hall ProgramTraveling City Hall ProgramTraveling City Hall Program    
The next Traveling City Hall Program will be on Thursday, October 
25th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Howell United Methodist Church. 
 

As a reminder, Mayor Jonathan Weinzapfel holds a Traveling     
City Hall Program in a different neighborhood each month.   The 
meetings give the public the chance to ask questions and voice     
concerns,  in person and one-on-one  outside    of normal business 
hours,  to the Mayor and City Department Heads.  All City          
residents are welcome at each Traveling City Hall Program. 
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Gary and Cindy Witmeier from South Lincoln 
Park Drive Neighborhood  Association were      
recognized as the Sparkplugs from their neighborhood.   
“Gary and Cindy are members who help keep an          
organization alive.  They attend meetings and volunteer.  
These two are also involved in the   association from 
procuring and storing CERT materials, being a member 
of the    executive  committee, delivering newsletters, and       
participating in the neighborhood clean up events.”  Our 
association says “Thank You”. 
 

~ Rene McCormick, South Lincoln Park Drive 
 

Courtney Edwards from STAR Neighborhood   
Association was recognized as the Sparkplug from her 
neighborhood.   
“Courtney has been the Vice-President for 8 years and 
facilitates the meetings when the president is not there.  
She chairs the Adopt-A-Spot in Fulton Park, the 
neighborhood picnic, and the Children’s Christmas 
Party.  She helps with the dinners and meetings we have.  
She is a very valuable asset to the neighborhood.  Thank 
you Courtney!” 
 

~Bud Goodsen, STAR Neighborhood Association 

2006 
“Neighborhood Sparkplugs  

of the year” 

Telling the world how great you areTelling the world how great you areTelling the world how great you areTelling the world how great you are    
    

 

For those of you who may have forgotten (or never 
knew), the website of your United Neighborhoods   
has a place just for you.  Each of our member 
neighborhoods has a page designated for information 
about your group, your activities, and things that you 
think are important for the rest of the world to know 
about your association.  Right now the sites contain 
the map of your area, your list of officers, perhaps 
your meeting time, and maybe even a picture. 
 

Obviously it could be much more, and that has been 
one of my main hopes during my tenure as your 
President.  It could tell newcomers to your area 
something about your unique history, and why it is 
special to be a homeowner or resident of this 
neighborhood.  It could help convince someone to 
move in and become a new neighbor, by letting them 
know all the good things that are happening, and that 
there are great people living there who are working 
together to make even better things happen for the 
future of the area.   
 

The person that is going to help us make this happen 
is Sara Corrigan, a new member of the UNOE family.  
Many of you may remember her from her many years 
as a feature writer with the Evansville Courier and 
Press Newspaper, and later with the Evansville Living 
Magazine.  As our newest member of the office staff, 
(Sara comes to us through AARP), she has accepted 
the challenging, but delightful task of developing   
profiles of each of the member neighborhoods.  
These profiles will be featured on each association’s 
web page, and help inspire and inform anyone who 
goes looking to learn more about their area.   
    

Starting OutStarting OutStarting OutStarting Out    
 

To begin the project we are starting with three or 
four associations, and will jump around the city in 
our efforts to get the word out.  If you are interested 
in getting on the list to have your neighborhood     
featured sooner, rather than later, just give the UNOE 
office a call, leaving your name and number, and we 
will get back with you as we develop the project.  I 
hope you are as excited about the possibilities as I 
am.   
 

Jayne Buthod 
Visit us at www.unoevansville.org 

Attention Neighborhoods 
~Grant Opportunity~ 

 

The Junior League of Evansville is offering a grant to 
help organizations fund a one day project. They will 
fund up to $1000 and use volunteer workers to       
complete the project.  Project examples could be     
playground renovation, landscaping, rejuvenating a 
play space with new paint and carpet, etc.  These     
projects should be able to be completed by 10 or fewer 
volunteers in one day or less. Please present your ideas 
to Scott in the UNOE office by Friday, November 9th. 

Parks Department Survey 
 

Help the Evansville Department of Parks and Recreation 
make the most of its resources and provide the best services 
and facilities for area residents. 
The Evansville Department of Parks and Recreation needs 
your feedback regarding how you and your family use       
various parks and recreation facilities and the type of          
programs you and your family currently participate in or 
would like to see made available. They  also need your input 
on how the Evansville Department Parks and Recreation can 
improve its facilities and services. 
Please visit www.usi.edu/parksurvey to participate in a short 
survey sponsored by USI.   
The information you provide will be kept completely          
confidential and reported only in summary form with the   
answers from other residents.   It is important that they       
receive input from as many area residents as possible.  Thanks 
for your participation! 



12th Annual  
United Neighborhoods of  Evansville 

Sparkplug Dinner 
 
 

The 12th Annual Sparkplug Dinner will be held on October 26, 2007 at 6 p.m.  
at the Executive Inn downtown in the Atrium Room.  The theme for this year’s  
banquet will be “Brighten the Corner Where You Are”. 
The dinner menu will include apricot chicken, herb-roasted red potatoes, green beans 
amandine, dinner salad, rolls, and chocolate cheesecake or caramel apple cheesecake   
for dessert.  The entertainment for the evening will include a neighborhood activity      
slideshow, musical entertainment , keynote speaker, and the presentation of the           
individual Neighborhood “Sparkplug” Award winners. 
The true cost of the dinner is $24.00 per person.  United Neighborhood Association  
member’s cost is $10.00 per person and MUST be paid in advance.  The registration 
and payment deadline is Friday, October 12th. 
If your neighborhood has pictures you would like to include in the neighborhood slide-
show, please bring or mail them to the UNOE office by Friday, October 12th.  The 
Neighborhood “Sparkplug” Nominee forms are to be returned by Monday, October 8th.  
Remember to nominate a deserving neighbor, business, or group for the “Sparkplug” 
Award. 
Don’t forget to extend an invitation to Evansville Police, CPO’s, Sheriff ’s Department,    
and Firefighters to be your guest at the banquet.  The cost will be $10.00 paid in         
advance. 
Plan now to attend and participate in this evening of good cheer, great fellowship,        
celebration, and recognition!   
Sparkplug Banquet information has already been sent out to each neighborhood        
president.  If you have not received any information and would like to attend, please 
call your neighborhood president or the UNOE office at 428-4243.  We look forward to    
celebrating with you!! 

        ~Reminder~ 
     UNOE Election 

 

It is also election time in United Neighborhoods of Evansville.  UNOE needs 
your talent, skills, and point of view to best serve the neighborhoods.   

Nominations for Vice-President, President-Elect, and Secretary are welcomed.  Please 
contact the UNOE office at 428-4243, or call Jayne Buthod at 305-1797 with a question 
or to submit a name. 
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• Tire Amnesty Day—Saturday, October 6th from 8 a.m.—12:00 noon at the Civic Center Parking Lot. 
• Recycle Day—Saturday, October 13th, 8:00 a.m.—12:00 noon at Old Wal-Mart West.  For more information  

call the Solid Waste District at 436-7800. 
• UNOE Board Meeting—Wednesday, October 17th, 4 p.m. at the UNOE office. 
• West Sector Citizens Meeting—Thursday, October 18th at 6 p.m. located at Deaconess Hospital, Health &           

Science Center,  Johnson Hall, Room 104A.  For more information, call West Sector at 435-6135. 
• Boo at the Zoo—Friday, October 19th at 5 p.m. and Saturday, October 20th, 8 a.m. 
• Electronics Recycling Day—Saturday, October 20th from 8 a.m.—12:00 noon at the Civic Center Parking Lot. 
• Evansville Champion Tree Tours—Saturday, October 20th and Sunday, October 21st.  See insert for details. 
• Traveling City Hall Program—Thursday, October 25th from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Howell United Methodist 

Church.  The meeting is open to the public. 
• UNOE Annual Sparkplug Banquet—Friday, October 26th at 6:00 p.m. at the Executive Inn downtown. 
• UNOE Parks/Trees/Beautification Committee Meeting—Thursday, November 1st, 4 p.m. held at the UNOE    

office. 
• Drop-Off Recycle Day—Saturday, November 3rd from 8 a.m.—12:00 noon at the 4-H Center Fairgrounds. 
• Citizen’s Advisory Committee Meeting— Monday, November 5th at 2 p.m. in Room 318 of the Civic Center. 
• South Sector Citizens Meeting—Thursday, November 8th at 6 p.m. located at 315 Taylor Avenue.  For more            

information, call South Sector at 435-6037. 
• UNOE Finance Committee Meeting—Tuesday, November 13th, 9:30 a.m. at the UNOE office. 
• Fall Tax Deadline—Tuesday, November 13th. 
• West Sector Citizens Meeting—Thursday, November 15th at 6 p.m. located at Deaconess Hospital, Health &           

Science Center,  Johnson Hall, Room 104A.  For more information, call West Sector at 435-6135. 
• UNOE Board Retreat—Saturday, November 17th.  More information to be announced at a later date. 
• East Sector Citizens Meeting—Tuesday, November 20th at 6 p.m. located at 4900 Shamrock Drive, Ste. 105.         

For more information, call East Sector at 485-3055. 

Glenwood Neighborhood Association MeetingGlenwood Neighborhood Association MeetingGlenwood Neighborhood Association MeetingGlenwood Neighborhood Association Meeting    
Glenwood Neighborhood Association will meet Tuesday,  October 9th   
at 5 p.m. at the New Jerusalem Baptist Church located at 722 Waggoner.  
Please contact the UNOE office for more information. 

UNOE ServicesUNOE ServicesUNOE ServicesUNOE Services    
The UNOE office wants to remind member neighborhoods about the 
services we provide to help you grow and reach your goals! 
• Technical Assistance 
• Grant writing assistance 
• Help with research, program ideas & development 
• Computer and work station for individual neighborhood use 
• Discounted copy rate and use of UNOE’s Bulk Mailing Permit 
We encourage all neighborhoods to take advantage of these great 
services and many moreand many moreand many moreand many more!  That’s what we are here for!  Call the 
UNOE office for more information at 428-4243. 
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Children Run Better Unleaded - October is Lead Poisoning Prevention Month 
 

Almost one million children in the United States have elevated lead levels in their blood even 
though lead poisoning is one of the most preventable environmental health problems found 
in children.  While recent toy recalls have focused on lead contamination, lead poisoning 
most often comes from inhalation and    ingestion of dust from contaminated paint found in 
homes built before 1978.  More than 40 percent of our community’s homes were built prior 
to 1950 and Evansville currently ranks fourth in Indiana cities for children with elevated 
lead levels. 
 

Lead can remain in the body for a lifetime and high levels can cause damage to the kidneys, nervous    
system and brain as well as cause hearing, behavior and learning problems in young children.  The Early 
Childhood Development Coalition, a group of more than 180 individuals from more than 70 community 
organizations is currently working to encourage parents and physicians to test children who are at risk 
for high lead levels. 
 

To determine if your child is at risk, please see the Indiana State Department of Health Risk Assessment 
Questionnaire at http://www.in.gov/isdh/programs/lead/leadinfo.htm.  This simple questionnaire runs 
through a series of questions that will help determine if your child should be screened for lead.  For       
information about free lead testing, please contact Kelly England at the Vanderburgh County Health     
Department at (812) 435-5568. 


